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ARTICLE I

Section 1.  The Club/Association shall be known as the “Cliffwood Lake Country Club and Community Association, Inc.”.  The mailing address shall be P.O. Box 161, Stockholm, New Jersey 07460.

Section 2.   Association properties include those on the following streets: Blueberry Lane, Canistear Road, Dogwood Trail East, Grandway Terrace, Greentree Road, Hilary Court, Hillside Road East, Lakeview Road, North Lake Drive, Oakway Drive, Orchard Lane, Paradise Trail, Sunset Terrace, West Lakeview Road, White Birch Drive, Woodland Road.
ARTICLE II

The purpose which the Association is formed is to acquire, hold, own and provide for the care maintenance and control of the parks, beaches, lakes, waters and streams connected therewith, docks, piers, pavilions, club houses, buildings, other structures, and other grounds used for recreation and sports, boating, bathing, fishing, and of all the property used in common by the owners. To formulate rules and regulations for the use of the properties enumerated above; to perpetuate the standard and tone of the community; to provide and maintain an adequate system of administration, garbage disposal for the properties enumerated above and to promote sociability, good fellowship among members, recreation, to guard against discord, disorder, and trespassing.

ARTICLE III

Section 1.
A “member in good standing” of the Association shall be defined as the incorporators of the Club owning one or more lots, and having paid current year dues, and any other applicable fees (as defined in Article 3, section 3). Members in good standing shall be entitled to one vote, whether or not the property is owned by one or more persons.

Section 1a. A “Tenant Membership” shall be those members who are residents by virtue of being tenants/lessees, and members of their household in the Cliffwood Lake community where the owner of the property is a member in good standing. Tenant members may vote in the General membership meetings if a letter from the property owner is filed with the Club Secretary giving permission and provided current dues and assessments have been paid.
Section 1b. An “Associate Tenant Membership” shall be those members who are residents by virtue of being tenants/lessees and members of their household in the Cliffwood Lake community where the owner of the property is not a member in good standing.  Associate tenant members are not entitled to vote.
Section 1c.   A “Senior Membership” shall be those members who are homeowners and have reached the age of 62. Annual dues for seniors attaining the age of 62, will be reduced by 15%, provided that proof of age is documented by any Board of Trustees member. 
Section 2.
The annual dues and assessments shall be determined annually by the Board of Trustees and based upon the operating expenses of the Proposed Budget submitted at the October General Membership Meeting for the coming year.  If the annual dues and assessments are not sufficient to meet the year’s actual operating expenses, the Board of Trustees may impose a special assessment.
Section 3.
The fiscal year of the Association shall commence on January 1 and terminate December 31.  Annual membership dues are due and payable on or before February 1, or equal monthly installments commencing by February 1, with the final payment due on or before May 1.  Privileges in the Club shall automatically be suspended (cannot participate in Club/Association events, vote at any Membership meeting, or use properties) February 1 should there be no partial payment according to the outlined payment plan on the invoice or Board approved hardship payment plan agreement. Privileges terminate on May 1 if a member is not paid in full using the prearranged payment plan.  If reinstatement is desired after May 1 and before May 15, a late fee of 6% will be imposed. After May 15, the member may be reinstated only upon payment of any outstanding balance and an initiation fee equal to one year’s dues.
In the case of extreme financial hardship (and with the approval of the Board of Trustees), payment of membership dues and assessments may be extended to December 31 using a specific arrangement for payment.

Section 4.
A non-refundable initiation fee equal to the then current annual dues is due from all new members. 

Section 4a.   An Associate tenant membership fee will be equal to one year’s current dues.
Section 5.
New homeowners admitted into the Association prior to July 1st must pay one year’s initiation fee, plus pro rata from the time of membership application to December 31 of that year. 

Section 6.
Membership may be suspended when in the judgement of the majority of the Board of Trustees a member is found to be in violation of the rules and/or by-laws of the Association, provided that notification was given to the member in question in the form of a written notice, and such member had opportunity to present his or her defense. 

Section 7.
Only members of the Association, by definition dues paying members, aka Members in Good Standing, will be entitled to receive and/or review Association documents, unless authorized by a State or Federal regulation.

ARTICLE IV

Section 1.
General Membership Meetings of the Club shall be held in October and May of each year.  The meetings shall be held at a convenient location.  Meetings can commence anytime between 7:00 P.M and 8:00 P.M. on weekdays, and 3:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. on weekends, local time.  Adjournment time to be stated by the Board of Trustees Chairman at the start of the meeting.  Written notice of date, time, and place, along with the agenda of the meeting must be served to all members seven days prior to each meeting.

Section 2.
General Membership Meetings will be conducted under “Roberts Rules of Order” and order shall be as follows:

1. Call to Order 

2. Reading and approval of minutes from last meeting.

3. Reports of Trustees

4. Reports of Committees

5. Old Business

6. New Business

7. Adjournment 
Section 3.
If no quorum shall be present at the General Membership Meetings, the meeting shall be adjourned to a time and place convenient to a majority of those present until a quorum is present.  A quorum will consist of one fifth of the membership of the Club.

Section 4.
A Special meeting of the Club may be called by the Board of Trustees or whenever one-fifth of the members of the Club entitled to vote, said members in good standing, shall make a written request to the Board of Trustees for same, specifying the object of the meeting, said meeting to be held within 30 days of receipt of petition by the Board of Trustees.

Section 5.
A member, in good standing, is entitled to one vote, except if a proxy vote is given to another member.  Two types of proxy votes will be acceptable to the Board of Trustees which follows:

a) A proxy granting absolute power to a designated person.  This proxy may be counted towards a quorum.

Sample:   I hereby authorize ___________________ to vote for me on any and all topics presented at the meeting of _______________.   Signature______________________

b) A proxy granting power to vote on a specific topic to a designated person.  This proxy may not be counted towards a quorum.

Sample:   I hereby authorize ________________ to vote for me on the topic of __________________ at the meeting of ____________________.

Signature ____________________.

ARTICLE V

Section 1.
The full governing body of the Association shall consist of a seven (7) position Board of Trustees.  Each Trustee must be a member in good standing in the Association.

Section 2.       The Trustees shall hold office for three (3) years. Three (3) Trustees shall be elected every first year and two (2) Trustees shall be elected every second and third year by a majority vote of the members in good standing of the Association present at the October General Membership Meeting.
Section 3.
The Trustees elected at the October General Membership Meeting will commence their duties immediately upon election.

Section 4.
Trustees will be required to meet monthly eleven times in each fiscal year.  Four (4) trustees shall constitute a quorum.

Section 5.
Any trustee who fails to attend three (3) consecutive board meetings or six (6) meetings in a period of twelve months may be removed from office by vote of the majority of the remaining members of the board.

Section 6.
Any trustee may be removed by a two-thirds vote of the membership in good standing whenever, in its judgment, the best interests of the Club will be served.

Section 7.
Any vacancy occurring in the Board of Trustees shall be filled by the affirmative vote of a majority of the remaining trustees.  Any trustee elected to fill a vacancy shall be elected for the un-expired term of the aforementioned predecessor in office.

Section 8.
The expense entailed in furthering the objects of this Club shall be borne by the Club.  The Board of Trustees shall be empowered to disburse the club funds as they see fit, for the welfare of the community.

Section 9.
The Board of Trustees shall submit a proposed budget to the membership at the October General Membership Meeting.

Section 10.
No committee shall operate or be formed without the approval of the Board of Trustees.

Section 11.
The Board of Trustees shall elect among themselves annually the officers of the Association.  The officers shall consist of a President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer.
Section 12.
The President shall preside as Chairman at all meetings of the Club and in his absence the meeting shall be presided by the Vice-President.

Section 13.
The President may delegate responsibility and powers to other trustees.

Section 14.
The President and the Secretary, with the consent of a majority of the Board of Trustees, shall sign all written contracts and written obligations of the Club.

Section 15.
All disbursements shall be made by the checks of the Club signed by any two of the following: President, Vice-President, Secretary, and/or Treasurer.

Section 16.
In the absence or incapacity of the President, the Vice-President, by majority vote of the Board of Trustees, may perform the duties of the President.

Section 17.
The Secretary shall keep the minutes and other official reports of the Club which shall be available to the General Membership (Members in Good Standing only) upon request.

Section 18.
The Treasurer shall take care of the monies of the Club and shall keep full and accurate account of the receipts and disbursements, and shall deposit all monies and other valuable effects in the name and to the credit of the Club in such depositories as may be designated by the Board of Trustees.  The Treasurer shall disburse the funds of the Club, upon the signature provided in these By-Laws. The Treasurer shall provide the current financial condition of the Club at the bi-annual General Membership Meetings.

Section 19.
The seal of this corporation shall have inscribed thereon the name of the corporation and corporate seal.  The Secretary shall be the custodian of the seal.

Section 20.
The property of the Club shall be held in the name of the Club.  Any conveyance of property shall be in the name of the Club and by the Chairman and attested by the Secretary, or in the absence of these officers by those delegated to perform their duties as heretofore provided.  No conveyance of property of the Club shall be made, nor encumbrance on Club property erected, except upon resolution passed by at least a majority of the members in good standing at a meeting of the General Membership.

ARTICLE VI

Section 1.
All members in good standing will be furnished with membership badges, one for each person in the immediate family, plus two additional badges.  These badges must be prominently displayed.

Section 2.
Any member not in good standing will not be permitted to use the Club privileges as a guest of another member. Also, residents of Hilary Court may not be considered guests of a Member in Good Standing.

Section 3.
No children under twelve (12) years of age shall be allowed on the beach without a guardian sixteen (16) years of age or older.

Section 4.
No gas–powered motorboats for pleasure purposes shall be allowed on the lake and only gas-powered motorboats for such other purposes may be permitted by action of the Board of Trustees.  Electric trolling motors with sealed marine batteries may be permitted for pleasure purposes by members eighteen (18) years of age or older.  Motorboats determined to be operated in an unsafe or reckless manner could result in revocation of such privilege by action of the Board of Trustees.  Boat tags will be furnished by the Club and must be displayed.  

Section 5.
Fishing will not be permitted from the beach area at any time. Fishing from the docks will be permitted outside the swim areas after the beach has closed. Fishing from the docks is not permitted during Swim Team events. 

Section 6. Any newly constructed and/or replacement dock cannot exceed 8 feet wide by 12 feet long including access ramps. Only one dock per property is permitted. Docks need to be floating not fixed (ie no permanent footings). All dock construction must be approved by the board of trustees prior to any start of dock construction. The homeowner is responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of the dock.
Section 7.
No pets allowed on beach or ball field.

Section 8.
All members are responsible for the actions of their guests on Association property.

ARTICLE VII

Section 1.
Amendments to the By-Laws may be made at a regular meeting or at any meeting of the General Membership called for the purpose, by two-thirds vote of all of the members in good standing present, provided that a notice of the proposed amendment shall be mailed to each member or given to them personally at least seven days before the date of the meeting.

ARTICLE VIII

These By-Laws (dated January 1, 1980) supersede all previous By-Laws of Cliffwood Lake Country Club and Community Association, Inc.

These By-Laws (dated February 27, 2003) supersede all previous By-Laws of Cliffwood Lake Country Club and Community Association, Inc.

These By-Laws (dated October 27, 2003) supersede all previous By-Laws of the Cliffwood Lake Country Club and Community Association, Inc.

These By-Laws (dated May 2, 2004) supersede all previous By-Laws of the Cliffwood Lake Country Club and Community Association, Inc.

These By-Laws (dated October 26, 2008) supersede all previous By-Laws of the Cliffwood Lake Country Club and Community Association, Inc.  Change made to Article 6 Section 5.

These By-Laws (dated April 11, 2010) supersede all previous By-Laws of the Cliffwood Lake Country Club and Community Association, Inc. Changes made to Article 3, Section 1, and Section 3. Also, Article 4, Section 1. Also, Article 5, Section 2. 

These By-Laws (dated April 29, 2014) supersede all previous By-Laws of the Cliffwood Lake Country Club and Community Association, Inc. Changes made to Articles 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 8.  

These By-Laws (dated October 29, 2015) supersede all previous By-Laws of the Cliffwood Lake Country Club and Community Association, Inc. Changes made to Articles 3, 4, and 6.
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